
LOOKING FOR LEUVEN’S
CELEBRATED PERSONALITIES

Do you know some of Leuven’s celebrated personalities, past and present?
Find out who they are during the Lots of Leuven photo hunt! Follow in their footsteps and walk by 
the places where they lived, worked, and are commemorated.
Follow the route indicated on the map and route planner below. The numbers refer to a Leuven 
personality whom you can learn a little more about below. The route is 3 km.
Along the way you will find the 25 photos that are shown on the next page. They can be seen 
from the street, but don’t forget to look up or behind you as well. Although the photos are more 
or less the same size, there are also large or very small things to see on them. Put the photos in 
the right order according to the walking route. Whenever you have to walk back on yourself, only 
count the route going forward. Please note: the starting point is at Hollands College on Pater 
Damiaanplein.

Mail the right order to lotsofleuven@gmail.com by 11 January 2021 at the latest.
A winner will be chosen from the (most) correct entries, and the prize is a free ticket 
for a guided tour by Lots of Leuven.
Follow us via www.lotsofleuven.com or on facebook.

Editor: vzw Lots of Leuven, Zwartzustersstraat 16/202, 3000 Leuven.
Free download. Translation offered by International House Leuven.

PAST AND PRESENT



Put these photos in the right order according to the walking route. 
 
Name:       E-mail adress: 
 
Send the answer to Lots of Leuven: lotsofleuven@gmail.com by 11 January 2021 at the latest



Looking for Leuven’s celebrated personalities!

Start: Hollands College, Damiaanplein. 
Father Damien (1) (1840-1889) is buried here in St Anthony’s Chapel. His real name was Jozef 
De Veuster. He was a Belgian priest and missionary of the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of 
Jesus and Mary. He became famous for his work with the leprosy patients on the island of Molokai, 
where he built schools, constructed roads, as well as carrying out his work as a priest and taking 
care of the sick. In 1884 he contracted leprosy and died at the age of 49. In 1936 his body was laid 
in the crypt of Saint Anthony’s Church here on Damiaanplein. He is the patron saint of lepers and 
AIDS patients.

Walk up the Ramberg to the Naamsestraat and stop for a moment at number 60, the home of 
Gaston Eyskens (2) (1905-1988).  He was Prime Minister of Belgium (CVP – Christian Social 
Party) between 1949 and 1973. During his time in office, the Belgian franc was devalued and a 
referendum was held about the return of Leopold III; the school pact was signed; the Congo 
became independent; and the Unity Act was voted on. In December 1970 his government 
implemented the first Constitutional Reform bill, which signified the end of the unitary Belgian 
state. He resigned in 1972 following the controversy surrounding the status of the districts in the 
Voer region.

Across the street in the Premonstreit College (no 61), (open during the week) you will meet 
Georges Lemaître (3) (1894-1966). Did you know that the Leuven professor and priest Georges 
Lemaître is the father of the Big Bang theory? And did you know that he first presented his 
findings about 90 years ago? According to his theory, the universe and time originated billions 
of years ago, and the universe is still expanding. And if you’re fascinated by the origins of the 
universe and the Big Bang, don’t miss Leuven’s Big Bang 2021 Festival.

Turn back a little way and take a right into Bériotstraat. Charles Auguste de Bériot (4) (1802-
1870) was born in Leuven and this street was named after him. He was a famous violinist. In 1829 
he met the 21-year-old Spanish-French opera singer Maria Malibran (1808-1836). They fell in 
love and took off on a world tour. They married in 1836, but during a performance in Manchester 
Malibran, Maria landed in a coma as a result of injuries sustained when she fell from her horse 
some months earlier. She died the same year at the age of 28.

Follow the Bériotstraat until you reach the P. De Somer auditorium. Go down the steps and 
head in the direction of Tiensestraat until you arrive at the De Valk College. Professor Jan Pieter 
Minckelers (5) (1748-1824) was an academic from Maastricht who gave lessons in physics here in 
the pedagogy department of De Valk. He also conducted research into gases. He discovered, for 
instance, that when coal is heated, a flammable gas is released that is lighter than air: this is called 
coal gas or town gas. In 1783 a hot-air balloon was sent up using this gas in Arenbergkasteel park 
and as such was one of the first – though without passengers – in Europe! In 1785 he was the first 
to use this gas to illuminate his auditorium full of students.
If the door is open to De Valk, you will see 4 excellencies on the right of the building. There they 
are, four in a row! What do these 4 politicians have in common? And why are their statues in this 
particular location? All 4 of them are Flemish; all 4 of them were Flemish Minister-President; and 
all 4 of them studied law. Two of them attended courses here in De Valk. Here’s a tip: watch what 
they’re doing with their hands!

Exit De Valk back through the main door and turn right. Go along the Tiensestraat until you 
reach Savoyestraat. Turn right into this street and follow it until the end. Then turn right into 
Vanderkelenstraat. Keep walking until you reach number 32: the Jeanne Devos House.
Jeanne Devos (6) (1935) is a champion of the poor in Mumbai and would like to change the whole 
system in India and make everyone aware of the child prostitution, poverty, the child abuse, the 
inequality of the caste system and other abuses in India. In 2005 she was nominated for the



Nobel Peace Prize. She gave lessons at the Heilig Hartinstituut in Heverlee and then entered the 
convent of the De Jacht Missionary Sisters. Jeanne Devos House is home to PraxisP (KU Leuven) 
where pedagogical and psychological help is offered to children, young people and adults.

Go back into Vanderkelenstraat and follow this street until you get to the Bondgenotenlaan. 
Every year, the GP Jef Scherens (7) (1909-1986) takes place along this road. Scherens was better 
known as Poeske Scherens and is Leuven’s most famous professional cyclist. When he was little, 
Jef was called Poeterke, which means a little goat or lamb whose growth is stunted. Poeterke 
became Poeter, which later became Poeske. A fitting name for Jef, who was a great sprinter with a 
cat-like final jump. In 1932 he became world champion. The official reception hosted by Leuven’s 
city council grew into a genuine people’s tribute. He won 7 world titles, 16 Belgian titles as well as 
the major competitions in various different countries.
 
Cross the Bondgenotenlaan and walk along the Vanderkelenstraat until you reach 
Smoldersplein, where Pieter Coutereel is paraded. Pieter Coutereel (8) (1320-1373) led a rebellion 
in the 14th century that brought an end to the dominance of the Leuven Aristocrats (families who 
ruled in Leuven at that time) and ensured that, from then on, power was shared between the 
Aristocrats on the one hand and the Craftsmen on the other. He is regarded as a folk hero because 
he spoke up for a more just world. 

Return to the Vaartstraat and once there take the first street on your left, the 
Schrijnwerkersstraat. With a little luck you will see Jeroen Meus (9) (1978) working in De Dry 
Koppen. He is a chef and until 2014 owned the Luzine restaurant in Leuven. Thereafter he opened 
Wurst, a chain of gourmet hotdog restaurants. In 2017 he stopped this venture too, deciding 
to focus all his energy on his radio and television career. He appears on the very popular TV 
programme Dagelijkse Kost. In 2008 Meus was named city chef of Leuven and in 2020 he became 
an honorary citizen here.

Walk to the end of the street until you reach Mechelsestraat, where you can’t miss the statue 
of Desiderius Erasmus Roterodamus (10) (1466-1536). When you hear the word Erasmus, you 
immediately think of humanism. But what is Erasmus humanism? Nowadays, humanists don’t 
believe in God, but in the time of Erasmus they did. They believed that Christianity must be about 
people, first and foremost; because for humanists like Erasmus, humans were central in the world. 
Erasmus said: “Man is not born, but made man”. In other words, we become human through 
education.

Via the Mechelsestraat and the Wandelingstraat, walk along Amerikalei (on the other side of the 
River Dijle). Take a right until you reach Lei number 19. This is the townhouse of Thomas Berg, 
the police inspector who solves all of Leuven’s crimes in the detective novels by Jo Claes (11) 
(1955). This beautiful building used to be ‘de Jonge Sint-Jacob’ brewery. This year, 2020, Jo Claes is 
celebrating 35 years as a writer, a profession he was able to combine with his job as a Dutch and 
English teacher at H.-Hartinstituut in Heverlee. The idea of crime novels came about as the result 
of a bet with his daughters in 2007: within a year he was to write a crime novel based in Leuven, 
with the potential for a sequel - in 2021 his 15th book will be published! 
He has a view of the fine-looking Fiere Margriet (12). The legend goes as follows. Margriet was 
working in an inn with her Uncle Amandus. The inn was due to close for good. But on the last 
evening, ‘guests’ were still showing up. Uncle Amandus sent Margriet to get some wine for the 
remaining guests. When she returned, she found her uncle and aunt murdered. The robbers took 
her with them and threw her into the Dijle. However, her body didn’t sink. It was carried by fish 
and floated against the current in the direction of Leuven. She was beatified in 1902 and is the 
patron saint of people working in the hotel, restaurant and catering industry.



Follow the Lei until you reach number 1 and take a left into Brusselsestraat until you reach the 
Predikherenstraat (on your right). Walk along Predikherenstraat, cross OLVrouwstraat and take St 
Annastraat (along the back of the Predikheren Church). Follow St Annastraat until you reach the end, 
turn left into OLVrouwestraat and continue until you turn left into Minderbroederstraat. On the left in 
Minderbroederstraat before Waaistraat you will pass the former buildings of the Boerenbond (Farmers’ 
Union) where Louise Schollaert (1852-1930) and Jeanne Cardijn (1899-1983) (13) played a role. They 
were the first and second chairwomen of the Women Farmers’ Union, later KVLV, now Ferm. The 
Women’s Farmers’ Union was established as an offshoot of the Farmers’ Union in 1911. Its work covers 
the broad field of social and cultural training. Almost everyone has heard of their renowned cookbook: 
Ons Kookboek! L. Schollaert was married to J. Helleputte, co-founder of the farmers’ union. And J. 
Cardijn was the niece of Cardinal Cardijn.

Number 5 Minderbroederstraat is a lovely old house that was once the home of Dirk Bouts (14)
(1410-1475). This painter was one of the Flemish Primitives. He painted the Last Supper that now hangs 
in Saint Peter’s Church in Leuven. The house, formerly the Schutteputhuis, was bought in 1871 by 
Alberdingk Thijm – a professor of Dutch literature and co-founder of the Davidsfonds – who called it 
Eygen Heerd. The house was constructed from the residence and studio of Dirk Bouts.

Turn left on to Parijsstraat until you reach Lavorenberg which will take you to the Oude Markt where 
the hunt ends. 1982 marks the year in which a modest musical event called Marktrock (15) began on 
the Oude Markt. The performers were mainly Belgian and Leuven artists (Big Bill, Boxcars, Milow). This 
festival developed into something much bigger and spread its wings to various locations in Leuven. 
In 2007 the festival had grown to bursting point and was replaced in 2016 by the new small-scale city 
festival Half Oogst.

Lots of Leuven


